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PFAS in Our Water

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS, or forever chemicals) are a group
of toxic, lab-made, and long-living compounds introduced by chemical
corporations beginning in the 1940s and used in consumer products from
nonstick pans to rain gear to cosmetics. Corporations long hid evidence of
PFAS toxicity and environmental contamination, but recent research links
PFAS exposure to health issues including neurological impairment,
developmental impacts, and reproductive harm.! Efforts led by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to test for 29 PFAS in public drinking
water systems are underway, with preliminary data suggesting that up to 60
percent of the U.S. population may be exposed.?

Studies link elevated PFAS levels with proximity to PFAS industrial facilities and disposal sites, and
to discharge sites for PFAS firefighting foam (e.g., military bases and airports).® Using bottled water
is not the solution to avoiding PFAS, since most contains tap water anyway and has also been
found to contain PFAS.#

Public water systems serving communities of color are associated with having more sources of
PFAS contamination, reflecting historical disparities in the siting of toxic facilities. These systems
are also more likely to have PFAS concentrations above state-level standards.® Communities of
color bear the health and economic burdens generated by PFAS corporations and the lack of
polluter-pay liability.®

Current PFAS Regulations Do Not Go Far Enough

In January 2024, the EPA finalized a rule that prevents companies from starting or resuming the
production of 329 “old” PFAS. The EPA also added seven PFAS to the Toxics Release Inventory
and developed additional testing methods for PFAS in the environment and waste. In February
2024, the EPA proposed designating nine PFAS as hazardous under the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act.” The Biden administration also announced at least $1 billion in funding for
cleaning up PFAS pollution in water across the nation.® However, more robust regulations are
needed to tackle the entire class of PFAS and to hold PFAS companies responsible for funding
clean-up.’

In April 2024, the EPA finalized Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) limits for two PFAS in public
drinking water systems, and a hazard index to regulate another four, including GenX.'® These MCL
limits do not apply to private wells, used by 17 percent of U.S. households.'" This may increase
economic and health disparities; for example, in North Carolina, white, affluent well owners are ten
times more likely than people of color to test their wells and four times more likely to treat them.'?

The EPA estimates that it will cost public water systems between $764 million and $1.2 billion
annually over the next 80 years to comply with the proposed drinking water limits for six PFAS, '3
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while third-party estimates are substantially higher.!* This burden will ultimately be shifted to
households in the form of higher rates' and does not even include health-related costs from PFAS
exposure, estimated between $5.5 billion and $63 billion annually in the U.S."® These are
monumental costs for any community, especially the vulnerable households disproportionally
located near PFAS sources."’

Support the PFAS Action Act

Toxic PFAS “forever” chemicals have penetrated almost every aspect of our
lives, and especially our water. We need to push Congress to pass the PFAS
Action Act to speed up regulations and provide legal clarity to get PFAS out
of our water and hold polluters accountable. We have waited too long and
cannot wait any longer; every community deserves safe, clean water.
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