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June 17, 2024

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Hochul,

We, the undersigned elected officials, urge you to deny Enbridge any upcoming permits for constructing
new fossil fuel infrastructure along the Algonquin Gas Transmission Line that runs through New York.
We were encouraged by the state's decision to reject the Danskammer and Astoria NRG fracked gas
power plants and urge your administration to take similar action by stopping Enbridge’s fracked gas
expansion dubbed “Project Maple”.

Enbridge’s fracked gas expansion, which entails expanding compressor stations on the route to increase
the amount of gas delivered through the pipeline system, would be an affront to communities already
impacted by the AIM pipeline which runs by the Indian Point nuclear facility. The proposal poses a threat
to the region because of its proximity to Indian Point’s radioactive waste and spent fuel rods. Moreover,
Enbridge’s proposal would deepen our state’s reliance on fracked gas at a time when we must quickly
ramp up our renewable energy output in order to meet the goals mandated by the Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act. Simply put, we cannot and will not be able to move off fossil fuels if you
allow Project Maple to be approved.

We appreciate that your administration understands the clear and present danger climate change poses to
New Yorkers. The entire process of drilling, transporting, and using fracked gas increases methane, an
extremely potent greenhouse gas, into the atmosphere. The climate crisis has hit New York hard as we’ve
experienced flooding, storms, smog and massive weather events that hurt New Yorkers from Long Island
to New York City, and from Albany to Buffalo. Recent extreme weather events like these are a stark
warning of the escalating dangers linked to our dependence on fossil fuels. These occurrences, fueled by
climate change driven largely by greenhouse gas emissions from burning fossil fuels and buildout of
fossil fuel infrastructure, threaten the health and safety of all New Yorkers.

Furthermore, the impacts of air pollutants (including but not limited to sulfur dioxide, hydrogen sulfide,
nitrogen oxide, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, methane, benzene, sulfuric acid, particulate matter and
mercury) from such a fossil fuel expansion are disproportionately felt by vulnerable communities along
the route. For example, Peekskill, NY is already dealing with tremendous amounts of industry pollution.
The cumulative impact from this expansion would be incredibly detrimental to the region already
suffering from poor air quality due to the Wheelabrator incinerator while also dealing with
decommissioning a nuclear plant on the Hudson River. Westchester county has received a “D” rating
from the American Lung Association for air quality.® Ultimately, the answer to lowering air pollution in

! Westchester (2023) Westchester | American Lung Association. Available at:
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/new-york/westchester
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the region and throughout the state is not to burn and transport more fracked gas.

While still in its early stages, Project Maple poses a serious threat to our state’s environment, economy
and residents’ health. This proposal would expand the flow of gas running through the AIM pipeline,
build out compressor stations along the route in New York and require significant pipeline expansion at
various areas along the pipeline route. The Project would also run through and impact several waterways
along the route, including the Hudson River, which is a significant driver for the Hudson Valley
economy. We urge you to protect New York’s economy and the health and safety of all residents by
opposing Project Maple and by directing your agencies to prevent this from being approved in New York.

Sincerely,
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Assemblymember Dana Levenberg Assemblymember Maryjane Shimsky
Assembly District 95 Assembly District 92
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Assemblymember Chris Eachus
Assembly District 99

Assemblymember Sarahana Shrestha
Assembly District 103

Assemblymember Chris Burdick
Assembly District 93

Senator Nathalia Fernandez
Senate District 34

Rep. Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress
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Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal
Senate District 47
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Senator Cordell Cleare
Senate District 30
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Senator Liz Krueger
Senate District 28
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Senator Lea Webb
Senate District 52
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Assemblymember Yudelka Tapia
Assembly District 86

Assemblymember Emily Gallagher
Assembly District 50

Assemblymember Zohran Mamdani
Assembly District 36

Assemblymember William Colton
Assembly District 47

Assemblymember Robert Carroll
Assembly District 44

Assemblymember Marcela Mitaynes
Assembly District 51
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Senator Andrew Gounardes
Senate District 26
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Assemblymember Karines Reyes
Assembly District 87
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Assemblymember Al Stripe
Assembly District 127

Senator Julia Salazar
Senate District 18
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Assemblymember Sarah Clark
Assembly District 136
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Assemblymember Harvey Epstein
Assembly District 74

Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal
Assembly District 67
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Assemblymember Anna Kelles
Assembly District 125

Assémblymember Tony Simone
Assembly District 75

Assemblymember Manny De Los Santos
Assembly District 72
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Assemblymember Steve Raga
Assembly District 30

Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon
Assembly District 52

Town Supervisor Elizabeth Feldman
Town of Ossining

Assemblymember Phara Souffrant Forrest
Assembly District 28
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Senator Jabari Brisport
Senate District 25

Senator Kristen Gonzalez
Senate District 59
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Assemblymember Fred Thiele
Assembly District 1
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Town Board Member Katherine Daniels
Town of North Salem
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Mayor Nicola Armacost
Village of Hastings on Hudson

Mayor Vivian McKenzie
City of Peekskill

Mayor Rika Levin
Village of Ossining
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Village of Hastings on Hudson
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Common Councilmember Kathie Talbot
City of Peekskill

Common Councilmember Brian Fassett
City of Peekskill

/sl
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner
Town of Greenburgh

/sl
Trustee Shari Ascher
Village of Dobbs Ferry

Deputy Supervisor James Creighton
Town of Cortlandt
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Westchester County Legislator Catherine Parker

District 7
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Westchester County Legislator Shanae Williams

District 16
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Town Board Member Martin Aronchick
Town of North Salem

Councilmember Jason Angell
Town of Philipstown

Is/
Deputy Mayor Patricia Riley
City of Peekskill

/sl
Deputy Mayor Alexandria Wojick
Village of New Paltz

/sl
Common Councilmember Ramon Fernandez
City of Peekskill

g( Ll % e ,(/L&g/
Westchester County Legislator Emilijana Ulaj
District 9

Westchester County Legislator Erika Pierce
District 2
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Westchester County Legislator Colin Smith
District 1
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Town Supervisor Warren Lucas
Town of North Salem
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Rockland County Legislator Beth J. Davidson
District 10, Chair Environmental Committee

Rockland County Legislator Jesse Malowitz
District 12

Rockland County Legislator Dana G. Stilley
District 17
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Rockland County Legislator Aron B. Wieder
District 13

Rockland County Legislator Philip Soskin
District 7 - 2nd Vice-Chair

—5

Rockland County Legisltor Toney L. Earl
District 8
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Ulster County Legislator Manna Jo Greene
District 19

Rockland County Legislator Jay Hood, Jr.
Chairman - District 3

Rockland County Legislator Alden H. Wolfe
District 6, Majority Leader
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Rockland County Legislator Paul C. Cleary
District 2
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Rockland County Legislator Aney Paul
District 14 - Vice-Chair
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Rockland County Legislator Joel Friedman
District 1 - Deputy Majority Leader

Rockland County Legislator Itamar J. Yeger
District 4
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Town Supervisor Dr. Richard Becker
Town of Cortlandt
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